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Synopsis

➔ The Nile RIver, father of African Rivers and the longest river 
in the world. It starts at the south of the equator and flows 
northward passing northeastern Africa, and drains in the 
Mediterranean sea. It has a length of about four thousand, 
one hundred and thirty two miles. It’s basins include Kenya, 
Tanzania, Burundi, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Uganda, South Sudan, Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt.



Issues

➔ The level of pollution in the Nile river continues to increase. The rise in pollution is caused by the Nile’s low water level. 
Due to the Nile water pollution crisis, the citizens of Egypt worry about the quality of their drinking water. The Egyptian 
government has been sued for the contamination of drinking water coming from plants that withdraw water from the Nile. 
The pollution in the water kills aquatic life (Nile perch, etc) and prevents individuals from using the water. The polluted 
water has caused a number of people to fall ill and even die. 



The Government

➔ The Egyptian government has began issuing carbon taxes to industries that pollute into the river. 
Physical barriers next to the rivers (police officers, walls, etc) have been provided to ensure 
Individuals aren’t dumping waste into the river. The government spent 40 million egyptian pounds 
($5.8 dollars) to the conservation of River Nile. 



Human Contributions

➔ Big Industries dump their waste products/toxic substances into the river.
➔ The dumping of Human waste into the water. 
➔ Because the Nile River is a very urbanized region, it has resulted in industrial pollution.
➔ Agriculture runoff ends up in the river, which threatens the life of the Nile river. 



Solutions for the conservation of River Nile

➔ Cleaning the Nile’s water requires opening up the valves and releasing extra 
water, especially during winter when the Nile’s water flow decreases. 

➔ The government should assign police officers to station themselves near the 
river, to prevent individuals from dumping waste into the river. 

➔ The government should highly tax industries for releasing waste into the 
rivers, and increase the price of plastic.

➔ The government should make it mandatory for industries to switch their 
machines to greener alternatives. 



Conflicts Between Countries:

➔ Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia have had disputes over the waters of River Nile. A treaty was created 
by the British in 1959, which stated that 55.5 cubic kilometers of the water belonged to  Egypt, and 
18.5 cubic kilometres to to Sudan. 

➔ Egypt is seen to be taking the great majority of the Nile’s flow. In fact, Egypt currently takes even 
more water than it is entitled to under the 1959 agreement. This is because Sudan, having never 
built enough dams to capture its allocated flow, takes only 12.5 cubic kilometers, or two-thirds of 
its entitlement. Every year, Egypt tops up its official entitlement by taking the other third, which 
amounts to 6 cubic kilometers. But, thanks to the Renaissance dam, Sudan could soon be 
abstracting its full entitlement and potentially much more. So Egypt’s days of relying on most of 
the Nile’s water reaching its territory could be numbered. 
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